Ento 596A Presentation Skills I:  Discussion

1 credit seminar

Fall 2007

Molly Hunter

Definitions:  A seminar is an oral presentation or talk, and a seminar is a course that is discussion (rather than lecture) intensive.  Both senses of the word are used here – because this will be a seminar (course) about seminars (talks), sort of a metaseminar.  

Meeting times:  3pm - 4:30 pm Fridays alternate weeks in Marley 741H.  We will meet Aug. 31, Sept. 14, Sept. 28, Oct. 14, Oct. 28, Nov. 9, and Nov. 30.

Background: This seminar is designed to provide a forum for discussion of recent seminars (talks) attended, and has two main learning objectives.   The first is to learn how to start to listen critically for content (e.g. what is the question the speaker set out to answer?  How did the experiments or models contribute to answering the question?).  The second objective is to start to understand why some seminars seam easy to listen to, clear and engaging, and others are soporific, dull and obscure. The difference is largely in the presentation skills of the speaker (e.g. did the graphics support the points being made? Was specialized knowledge explained clearly?  Was the pace appropriate?).  
Course summary.  

Everyone will go to seminars (Ento seminars, EEB seminars, Neuro seminars, IGERT Genomics seminars, CIS seminars, Plant Sciences seminars etc.).  Students will be expected to go to at least one per week.  When we meet, we’ll discuss them.  At this time, students will turn in two “Seminar evaluation forms” (one for each seminar attended) with an abstract of the seminar, and answers to several questions that serve to enable a critical analysis of the seminar.  Come prepared to give an oral synopsis of the talk (a minute or two, and you can paraphrase your abstract).  We will talk about the topics of the seminars (what was it about?) and have some critical discussion of those seminars that were attended by more than one person. 

Assessment:

Assessment will be based on the written reports of seminars, regular attendance and participation in the discussions.   

