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Sea Stars

Description:

· No head

· Five-point star shape (range of 3-50 points)

· Radially symmetrical

· Central part (not arms) called discs

· Asteroideas: arm connect, can’t tell where disc starts

· Ophiuroideas: arms not connect, distinct start of disc

· Crawl at 15 cm/min

· Hard skeleton under skin

· Invertebrate

· Skin covered in hard bumps called spines

· Small spines so skeleton can bend so star can twist and grab foot

· Mouth at the bottom, in the centre of the disc

· Anus at the top, in the centre of the disc

· Top has gills to bring in water (for oxygen)

· Rows of tube feet under the arms

· “Water vascular system” feet fill with water to lengthen; squeeze it out to shorten

· Sense of smell: can sense chemicals through feet when searching for food

· Sense light/dark with skin; has eyes under tentacles at tips of arms

· To eat, pushes stomach out of mouth, cover and digest food by turning it to liquid

Reproduction and Life Cycle

· “Spawning” 

